
 Guilty or Not Guilty? You Decide!  
  Good Morning Hazel Class! This is Chief Inspector Day here. We have had reports that a burglary has taken place. As I am 

extremely busy at the moment, I wondered if you would be able to help me solve this case?  I would like you to look closely at 

the crime scene and interview some of the witnesses for me. I then need you to write a report of what happened. Finally, you 

can decide what happens to Jack. Thank you very much.   Please send me your work via Mrs Day’s email at  hazel@north-

leigh.oxon.sch.uk. 
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Using 

progressive 

past tense 

Progressive past tense 

This week we need to first practise writing in the progressive past tense. Instead of writing 

Jack climbed down the beanstalk we might say Jack was climbing down the beanstalk. 

Can you see what has changed in the sentence? We use this to show the action goes on for a period of 

time. 

 The past progressive is formed by using the past form of the verb 'to be' as an auxiliary verb and by 

adding the suffix '-ing' to the main verb. You could listen to this song to help you 

Here are some more examples; 

I was running down the road. He was jumping over the river. She was hopping in the garden. 

We were cooking scones. They were chasing each other. 

Can you write these sentences in the past progressive? 

The giant chased Jack down the beanstalk. 

Jack climbed up the beanstalk. 

The giant counted his money. 

The Golden Goose shouted ‘Master, Master!’.  

Using the crime scene picture, now try writing your own past progressive sentences. 
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Writing 

witness 

Witness statement- The Giant and his wife 

Imagine that you are interviewing the giant and his wife about what happened that day. First think of 5 

questions that you would ask them. For example; 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhSXk0awQAA
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What were you doing at the time? Where were you at the time of the incident? Who did you see?  

Then think about what their answers would be. It would help if you could find somebody to act this out 

with.  You could then write down their statement. Remember you will write it as if the person is talking 

by using the word I.  For example; 

The Giant’s wife’s Statement 

I was in the kitchen cooking my husband’s dinner when I heard a knock at the door. It was a small boy 

asking for some food because he was hungry. I let him in and gave him a biscuit. When my husband came 

he went running off to hide. The next thing I knew he was running off down the beanstalk with our 

golden goose and a giant bag of golden coins with my husband running after him. 

Session 

3 

Writing 

witness 

statements 

2 

Witness statement- Jack and his mum 

Today I want you to write two more witness statements but this time for Jack and his mum. How might 

their answers be different from the giant and his wife’s answers? 
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Writing 

your report 

Today you need to write a recount of what happened using all of your findings. I have put a planning 

sheet below to help you with this.  

Session 
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Time to 

make your 

mind up 

Now it is up to you. Pretend to be the judge and decide if Jack is guilty or not! Write down or film 

yourself giving your judgement. Will you find him guilty? Why? Why not? You will need to use some 

subordinating conjunctions such as because to explain why you think this. You can also choose what 

punishment you think Jack should have. Maybe he has to clean the giant’s shoes for a month? You can 

decide.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn/articles/zqk37p3
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Example Crime Report 

On Sunday 28th June 2020 at 1 ‘o’ clock a very distressed Mr V Big Giant of Up-In-The-

Clouds Castle at the top of the beanstalk contacted the police to report the burglary 

of a bag of gold coins, a magic harp and a golden goose. 

The giant claimed that “For the last few days I could smell something strange at the 

castle then things kept going missing! First it was my hen who lays golden eggs and then 

my magic harp. When my gold coins went missing it was the final straw!” 

An eyewitness at the scene of the crime said “I saw a young boy with brown hair 

climbing down the beanstalk with a huge sack on his back with giant gold coins falling 

from it!”     

When interviewed Jack denied the charges and said he had been taking his cow to 

market when the crime took place however, a police search of his property found the 

stolen items hidden in Jack’s bedroom.     

Jack will be arrested for the above crime and sentenced by a judge. Report by Chief 

Detective 

Inspector 

Day 
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